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HUNGARS CHURCH, NORTHAMPTON 
COUNTY, VA. 

Surrounded and concealed by a body of pine woods in the 
midst of an ancient grove of sycamores some seven miles north 
of Eastville is old Hungars Episcopal Church. It is beautifully 
located on the north side of Hungars creek at the head of navi- 
gation for small craft, and near by is the old village of Bridge- 
town at which in the early years of the settlement the courts 
were held. 

Hungars Church is one of the oldest church edifices in the 
State, and has been in use for over two hundred years, for the 
tradition is that it was built about 1690 to '95, and there are 
evidences that this is the actual fact, though the exact record is 
unfortunately lost. 

Hungars parish was made soon after the county was estab- 
lished and the first minister was Rev. Wm. Cotton, and the first 
vestry was appointed in 1635. The following is the order made 
at that time : 

"At a court holden in Accawmacke the 14th day of Sept. 
l &35 ;" (Northampton being then called Accomack.) 

" At this court Mr. Wm. Cotton, minister, presented an order 
of the court from James Citty, for the building of a Parsonage 
house upon the Glebe land which is by this board referred to be 
ordered by the vestry and because there have heretofore been 
no formal vestry nor vestrymen appointed, we have from this 
present day appointed to be vestrymen these whose names are 
underwritten : 

Wm. Cotton minister, Capt. Thomas Graves, Mr. Obedience 
Robins, Mr. John Howe, Mr. Wm. Stone, Mr. Burdett, Mr. 
Wm. Andrews, Mr. John Wilkins, Mr. Alex. Mountjoy, Mr. 
Edw. Drew, Mr. Wm. Beniman, Mr. Stephen Charlton. 

And further we do order that the first meeting of the syd. 
vestrymen shall be upon the feast day of St. Michael the Arch- 
Angel, being the 29th day of September." 
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In accordance with that order of the court the vestry meeting 
was held and record entered of the same as follows: 

"A vestry heald, 29th day of Sept. 1635. 
Present 

Capt. Thomas Graves, Mr. John Howe, Mr. Edward Drew- 
Mr. Obedience Robins, Mr. Alex. Mountjoy, Mr. Wm. Burdett, 
Mr. Wm. Andrews, Mr. Wm. Stone, Mr. Wm. Beniman." 

At this meeting an order was made providing for building the 
parsonage house. 

At one time there were two parishes, the upper or Hungars, 
and the lower. In 1691 the parishes were united as will be rioted 
in the order following, entered in the old records in the clerk's 
office : 

44 Att a council held att James City, Apr. the 21st, 1691. 

Present 

The Rt. Hono'ble Francis Nicholson Esq. Lt. Gov. &. coun- 
cil. 

*' Major John Robins and Mr. Thomas Harmonson, Burgesses 
of the County of Northampton, on behalf of the County, by 
their petition setting forth that the said county is one of the 
smallest in the colony, doth consist of a small number of titha- 
bles, and is divided in two parishes, by reason whereof the Inhab- 
itatns of both parishes are soe burdened that they are not able 
decently to maintain a minister in each parish and therefore 
prayed the said parishes might be joyned in one and goe by the 
name of Hungars parish, not being desirous to infringe any gift 
given to Hungers parish, and more especially one by the last 
will of Stephen Charlton, which parishes soe joined will not only 
be satisfactory to the inhabitants but make them capable to build 
a decent church and maintain an able divine; On consideration 
whereof Itt is. the opinion of this board and accordingly ordered 
that the whole County of Northampton be from hence- forth one 
parish and goe by the name of Hungars Parish, and that the 
same shall be noe prejudice to the gift of the aforesaid Charlton 
to the said parish of Hungars and it is further ordered that the 
Inhabitants of the sd. parish shall meet at such time and place 
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as the court of the said county shall appoint and make choice 
of a vestry according to law. Cop. vera, test, W. Edwards, 
cl. cou." 

Then, in acordance with the appointment of the court, at a 
meeting of the inhabitants of the said county ol Northampton, 
at the court house thereof the 22nd day of June, 1691, the fol- 
lowing vestrymen v/ere elected : 

Major John Robins, Capt. Custis, Capt. Foxcroft, John Shep- 
heard, Benj. Stratton, Priece Davis, Benjamin Nottingham, John 
Powell, Jacob Johnson, Thomas Eyre. John Stoakley, Michael 
Dickson. It was evidently soon after this step was taken that 
the Hungars church building was erected. 

The church in lower Northampton was perhaps older than 
Hungars. It was situated in what is locally known as the Ma- 
gothy Bay section and on the old Arlington estate. Unfortu- 
nately it was allowed to go to decay and in 1824 the walls and 
some of the material was sold. Nothing but the foundation is 
now left to mark the spot. The communion set, now used in 
Christ Church, Eastville, was a "gift of John Custis of W'burgh 
to the lower church of Hungars Parish, 741," according to the 
inscription. The plate now used in Christ Church is inscribed 
"Ex dono Francis Nicholson/' Lt. Gov. 1690-2, and again 
later. 

Christ Church, Eastville, was erected as near as can be stated 
in 1826 or 7. 

Old Hungars Church became untenable in 1850 so as to be unfit 
for holding services. 

It was repaired in 1851 and reduced somewhat in size but 
practically unchanged in general appearances from its original 
style. It is an interesting landmark that has stood like a beacon 
light to many generations. 

Thos. B. Robertson, 

Eastville, Va. 



